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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Papers 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [5.10 pm]: I foreshadow that I may need to make an untimed 
personal explanation at the end of my speech to clarify some of my remarks, if that would be acceptable to the 
house. 
The PRESIDENT: Member, I might remind you of some of the earlier remarks of your honourable colleague 
sitting next to you, when she referenced Hon Joe Berinson about the nature and type of debate that we have and 
whether it is in the public’s best interests, but please continue. 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Thank you, Madam President. It is certainly in the public’s best interests and 
certainly in the interests of Darling Range voters to be reminded of what this government is doing to the people of 
Western Australia. 

When I was making a contribution before question time, Hon Darren West interjected and suggested that I was 
misleading the house when I said that the Premier had asked him to delete his Twitter account. I refer 
Hon Darren West to an article in The West Australian of Tuesday, 19 June headed “Premier Mark McGowan 
admits ordering Labor MP Darren West to delete Twitter account over rape prevention jokes”. This is a direct 
quote from Mark McGowan — 

“I rang him and said he should get off and he has,” … 

If anyone is misleading the house, it would be his boss, the self-professed Premier for all Western Australians. We 
see the standard the Labor government has set in not only its budget settings but also the performance and competence 
of its frontbench. Hon Darren West is certainly not aided when Hon Alannah MacTiernan comes to his rescue. In 
fact, if I were Hon Darren West I would say, “Leave me alone. I can defend myself.” I can tell members that there is 
only one person my electorate dislikes more than Hon Darren West, and that is Hon Alannah MacTiernan. If the 
Labor government does not wake up to that in the remaining two and a half years before the next election, I hope 
the voters of Western Australia will do what the voters of Darling Range did on the weekend and send a very clear 
message that this Premier is not governing for all Western Australians, as he told them he would do in March last year. 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral — Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA) [5.12 pm]: I rise 
this evening to make some comments about the second budget of the McGowan Labor government. Like its first 
budget, it is an incredible disappointment for the people of regional Western Australia. The only thing the 
McGowan Labor government is concerned with funding is Metronet, and it will do so, it would seem, at whatever 
cost. That cost is going to be felt deeply by the people of Western Australia, and more so the people of regional 
Western Australia, who are missing out as a result of that election commitment. The government has the choice to 
pull back on its planning for Metronet. It tells us every day that the budget is in blowout and the state’s finances 
in disarray. Nothing about that was a surprise to Labor when it came to government in March 2017. In fact, it 
campaigned on that issue. The fact that the state’s finances are in disarray is not a surprise now and it was not 
a surprise then. What I would have liked to have seen from this government some 18 months down the track is 
some realisation of that and some cost cutting and changes in expenditure, but not to the detriment of the people 
of regional Western Australia. That is my problem with this McGowan government budget. 

We have skyrocketing water prices and power and gas prices going up. When I was at the Serpentine Primary 
School polling booth for the Darling Range by-election, that was the major issue that people were concerned about. 
They have every right to be concerned about that, because this Labor government is asking mums and dads in 
Western Australia, and in regional Western Australia in particular, to pay for its election commitment of Metronet, 
because it is not prepared to make hard decisions and to utilise the levers of government that would allow some 
fairness and equity in spending across the state of Western Australia. We know that the government is using 
Water Corporation as a cash cow by asking residents to pay $400 more than is required for cost recovery. That is 
absolutely astounding. This is all about funding Labor’s extravagant election promises, which it knew it could not 
deliver, and not about reducing budget debt levels. Neither budget presented by the McGowan Labor government 
has been about budget repair; they have been about funding extravagant election promises. 

The government lacks a financial plan and refuses to stand up for the people of Western Australia. The government 
is not modernising state agreements, which would deliver a fairer return for the people of Western Australia. It 
should be on the drawing board of this government to make difficult decisions and to deliver for the people of 
Western Australia, but there is a lack of a financial plan and there is extravagant spending on the mind of this 
government, all at the cost of the people of Western Australia. Regional people, by virtue of the increased cost of 
living in regional towns, continue to be disproportionately impacted by this government’s lack of a financial plan. 
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The McGowan government continues to make decisions that undermine the statewide regional development 
agenda that the previous Liberal–National government established. In the eight years that we were in government, 
we had a regional development agenda. We had a financial plan to deliver it. We had a fair and equitable plan for 
the people of Western Australia. We now see the McGowan Labor government wasting millions of dollars that 
were invested by our government in making better and stronger communities and industries across regional 
Western Australia. It is clear to me as a member for the Mining and Pastoral Region that regional 
Western Australia in particular is returning to the dark days of a Labor government, which prioritises the 
metropolitan area over the regions. The Minister for Regional Development is supporting that lack of investment 
in regional Western Australia, and she seems to be quite happy to do it. Shame on her and her portfolio! There is 
also the debacle of the same minister being the Minister for Agriculture and Food and seeming to be an activist 
against the agricultural industry instead of an advocate for it. That is a problem for the agricultural industry, 
farmers and the people of Western Australia. It is an embarrassing state of affairs when the minister is an activist 
against her industry. Where does the industry go to have its concerns heard? The minister has a deaf ear for the 
people of Western Australia, and for the agricultural and pastoral industries in particular. 

It has become very apparent that the McGowan government has an agenda, but that agenda is not to support and 
develop regional communities. I want to run through a couple of examples that show that. The decision by the 
Minister for Lands and the Premier to approve the Bay Village proposal in Karratha undermines the community 
of Karratha. That is not what the community of Karratha want; they are on the record as saying so. However, that 
decision was made.  

Another example is the decision by the Minister for Education and Training to close Moora Residential College 
and camp schools, and raid the agricultural farm trust. How is that in the interests of education in regional 
Western Australia? Another example is the decision by the Minister for Regional Development to rip funding from 
the community resource centre network, and her failure to stand up for regional Western Australia as a result. 
Another example is the decision by the same minister, as Minister for Agriculture and Food—a different portfolio, 
which she cannot manage either—to undermine and destabilise one of the most important sectors of our economy, 
the agriculture sector. When we have a government that has no commitment to the people in those industries and 
to those communities that generate wealth for this state, and, indeed, our nation — 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 

Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: — we are going back to the dark old days — 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Dr Steve Thomas): Order, members! 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, members! While I am on my feet, I will have order in the chamber. Members 
will listen in silence. Hon Jacqui Boydell will continue her remarks. Comments from either side of the chamber 
are disorderly and neither side will be tolerated. 
Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: Thank you, Mr Acting President. 
Those decisions, and the few examples I have listed, undermine regional development and are hurting at this very 
moment regional families and the communities in which they choose to live. 
I now want to talk about this government’s lack of a regional development agenda. This government has no 
regional development agenda. The McGowan government continues to claim, and I quote — 

We are the government for royalties for regions and we are the government that has the most regional 
members. 

That says that if the government has the most regional members, regional development should be at the top of its 
priority list and part of its agenda. However, the actions of this government show otherwise. What we have from 
this government is pork-barrelling at its best. People in regional communities are either showered with funding or 
completely ignored, depending on whether or not they live in a Labor-held seat. Pet projects are being delivered 
by ministers. We have a list of Local Projects, Local Jobs, but no-one can work out what they are, where they are 
and what they are for, despite a number of questions that we have asked in this place. 
When the Liberal–National government was in power, we spent an enormous amount of time on developing 
regional investment blueprints. The purpose of those blueprints was to pave the way forward for a statewide 
strategic approach to regional development. Those blueprints were developed by the regional development 
commissions, in association with major stakeholders on the ground making local decisions in their communities 
and enabling priority decision-making. An enormous amount of effort went into developing those blueprints as 
a way forward for regional communities in Western Australia to start their planning and understand where they 
would be in 10 to 15 years’ time. They outlined new opportunities for economic development, set priorities for 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 26 June 2018] 

 p3756e-3762a 
Hon Martin Aldridge; Hon Jacqui Boydell 

 [3] 

government expenditure, and set planning structures for population growth. There was a structured plan. It was 
transparent. Everybody knew what would happen. Everyone was on the same page. Unfortunately, that is no longer 
the case. When I speak to people in regional communities, no-one knows what has happened to their blueprints 
and no-one knows what the planning for their future is. They do not know the agenda of this government and how 
it proposes to be a government for regional communities. The government can say all the words that it wants to 
say, but those words are exceptionally hollow when they are not followed by action. This government has been in 
office for 18 months and it is still taking no action to follow through on its words. The regional development 
blueprints were about creating sustainable regional communities, with diversified economic structures and access 
to essential services such as schools, hospitals and aged care. That is why there was so much investment in those 
essential services under the Liberal–National government. It was about planning for the future. 
It is exceptionally disappointing that this government has made no linkages to those investment blueprints, and, as 
such, this McGowan Labor government has no cohesive regional development agenda. The only agenda that exists 
is an agenda to undermine royalties for regions by cost-shifting millions of dollars of normal government 
expenditure into the royalties for regions program. My colleague Hon Martin Aldridge touched on that during his 
contribution to this budget debate. By 2021–22, $557.3 million a year of the $1 billion program allocated to 
royalties for regions will be used for normal government expenditure. That is incredible. Over the next four years, 
over $1.5 billion of normal government expenditure will be transferred into the $4 billion royalties for regions 
program. The list is extensive. It includes high expenditure items such as remote and essential services; patient 
assisted travel scheme; TAFE regional subsidies; regional Orange school bus services; country water, sewerage 
and drainage operations; and regional education assistants. I would be very interested to hear the Minister for 
Regional Development explain how any of those constitute a real and meaningful commitment to the regional 
development agenda to drive and grow regional communities. The Minister for Regional Development continues 
to say that this government will use royalties for regions to create economic opportunities. How is that? Please! 
I am asking the question. Answer it, and then we will all know where we are at. Many would argue that the 
programs I have listed constitute a basic right for people in regional Western Australia. People in 
Western Australia would constitute it as a basic right to be provided with water, sewerage and drainage services. 
The people of regional Western Australia are not asking for anything extra to what the people in the Perth 
metropolitan area get. 
When we developed the blueprints for royalties for regions through the development commissions, royalties for 
regions was about driving regional economies, creating infrastructure and attracting population growth. I want 
royalties for regions to return to that. When the Nationals are in government again—hopefully with our friends in 
the Liberal Party—royalties for regions will continue to be a core platform of our government. However, it will be 
the real and meaningful version of the royalties for regions program, not the program that this Labor government 
is using in name only. That is why the National Party says that under this McGowan Labor government, royalties 
for regions is dead, to be replaced by normal government expenditure. What a disappointment. 
I now want to talk about the decision by the Minister for Lands and the Premier to approve a 700-bed fly in, fly 
out camp in the middle of the city of Karratha called Bay Village. I want to explain to this house why that decision 
undermines the future growth of Karratha. The member for Pilbara said it was the best day of his life when 
Woodside’s local jobs portal was announced and opened by the Premier. He totally misunderstands what local 
jobs actually means. He misunderstands the fact that Bay Village will not deliver local jobs to the economy to the 
extent that the member for Pilbara seems to be delusional about. I think the decision to approve Bay Village will 
be a blight on the McGowan government and it will be a blight on the current member for Pilbara’s record for 
many years to come, because it is not only a terrible economic decision for the people of Karratha, but also 
completely out of context with the interests of Karratha. It is out of context with what the people of Karratha want. 
It is out of context with what they have lobbied government they want to see for the future development of 
Karratha. The community has been totally ignored. I ask the question again: where do people in that community 
go if their representatives in this Parliament are not listening to what they want? How do they engage with 
government if the only answer they get is, “No, I don’t think that’s a good result; I think it’s the best day of my 
life that the local jobs portal has opened”? 
The government has a track record of not consulting with communities. We have seen it time and again with the 
decisions of this government. We saw that with the decision to close the Schools of the Air and the decision to 
close Moora Residential College, as well as other cuts to education that I talked about earlier. In the case of 
Bay Village, the Premier, the Minister for Lands and the member for Pilbara failed to consult with the community 
of Karratha, the Karratha and Districts Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and the City of Karratha. Even when 
the City of Karratha and the Karratha and Districts Chamber of Commerce and Industry proactively sought to 
engage with this government on what they wanted to see and how they wanted to work in partnership with this 
government—that is, this Premier, this Minister for Lands and their local representative, the member for Pilbara—
they were ignored. Everything they presented was ignored. I just think that is a terrible position for that community 
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to be in. It now does not know how it can actually get on the same page as this government and get the government 
to work in its interests. 
The Premier considers that was the best decision for Karratha. He thinks that was the right decision. 
The Karratha and Districts Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the City of Karratha worked together to lobby 
the government. They each presented reports that went to government. They spent a lot of money in the interests 
of their community to make sure that the government understood the environment of Karratha, but it was all tossed 
in the bin and nobody really cared. We should have told them at the start of that process last year, “Don’t bother 
because you’re not going to be heard.” That actually might be my advice next time. 
John Lally was the CEO of the Karratha and Districts Chamber of Commerce and Industry at the time this report 
was produced. He is quoted as saying — 

“The KDCCI acknowledges the significant role Woodside plays in the local, state economy and within 
community but it strongly supports the City of Karratha’s council position that there is no need to build 
this FIFO camp as existing providers can accommodate demand. The Chamber encourages Woodside to 
support long term the local accommodation providers and the local economy. 

I would have thought that was a fair request. It is in the interests of underpinning economic development, 
supporting local businesses and assisting them through Woodside’s massive global operations to thrive as 
a community. One would expect the chamber to have that position, principle and philosophy. But it went further 
than that. It produced a report for government, the community and interested parties to consider. The Karratha and 
Districts Chamber of Commerce and Industry actually went about establishing the basis of reports in the media by 
the Premier that this would be a boom for local jobs. It wanted to understand what the Premier was saying about 
this being a boom for local jobs. It also wanted a critical analysis of the temporary workers’ accommodation 
currently available in Karratha. That is a good thing—it should have set about doing that. It has a great analysis 
and snapshot of where Karratha was at at that point, and whether it could deliver for Woodside and the extra people 
it is going to bring in. The report concluded that there is currently a surplus of temporary workers’ accommodation 
in Karratha. It also concluded that the 700-bed fly in, fly out camp in Karratha—it is not two kilometres or five 
kilometres out of Karratha; it is in Karratha—will have significant negative impacts on the local economy and 
jobs. That was the day the member for Pilbara said it was the best day of his life! I just do not understand that. 
That analysis highlighted that Woodside’s baseload and peak shutdown workforce accommodation needs could 
be met through existing accommodation suppliers in Karratha, and that removing demand from the current market 
would likely put at risk the commercial viability of many independent camp operators. I met with many of them 
and they were very concerned. They were happy the chamber was trying to assist them in providing some actual 
analysis and research on what this was going to mean for Karratha moving into the future. 

The report concludes that if the Bay Village proposal were to proceed—verified by the Premier’s media 
statement—an $80 million investment would create only 70-odd jobs in the 12-month construction period and 
only 30 ongoing operational jobs. How is that a boom for local jobs? The Premier has failed to reflect on the small 
businesses that will be put at risk as a result of this. I will talk about this later when I talk about the local jobs portal 
that the Premier launched: the unemployment rate in Karratha is 1.7 per cent. No local jobs are needed—almost 
everyone is employed. This is not about local jobs because those people already live locally; this is about living 
regionally with a local job. That is what it should be about. Creating that portal is saying to the bartender at 
Blanche Bar, “You put your name down on this portal and we’ll take you away from that small business provider.” 
That person has nowhere else to go for employment because no-one is unemployed. It is a ridiculous argument to 
suggest that the portal is going to create more local jobs because there is no-one without a job. 
Hon Kyle McGinn interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, members! It has been a fairly orderly debate so far and I think it should 
continue. Other members will have the opportunity to speak when they rise to their feet and seek the call. In the 
meantime, Hon Jacqui Boydell has the call and will be heard in silence. 
Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: The real fear in Karratha is that this is creating risk in the small to medium business 
environment. They are already under pressure for staff. That is the major risk for small to medium businesses in 
regional areas. The Premier, the Minister for Lands and the member for Pilbara are welcoming a local jobs portal 
that puts further pressure on the capacity for those small to medium businesses to grow and diversify. It is 
a ridiculous situation to suggest this will create local jobs because there are none. It is about getting people to live 
locally. That is why a FIFO camp is not needed in the middle of the town. There are already enough services to 
cater for them. At best, it is farcical.  
The design of the Bay Village camp is also an issue. It is predominantly a modular design. Woodside agreed that 
its camp would fit in with the environment. It would build a beautiful camp and people would not be able to tell 
that it was a FIFO camp. It is a modular design, with ATCO Australia boxes on top of each other. How does that 
integrate with the residential area? A complete wall has been put up against the City of Karratha, which is trying 
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to work with Woodside and the Minister for Lands to get an aesthetically acceptable environment—it has now 
been approved, so it is going to happen—for the other residents who choose to call Karratha their home, so they 
will not have a dog box sitting outside their back door. I call on Woodside to give some consideration to the people 
who live next door to the camp—there are many of them—so there is some integration and alignment with the 
design and planning and aesthetic requirements of the City of Karratha. 
I move on to talk about the local jobs portal in a little more detail. I have to question the viability of it and the 
understanding around why anyone thought it was a good idea. The Premier’s media statement of 1 June 2018 
states — 

• Premier launches Woodside’s new Local Jobs Portal and Local Participation Plan 
We had no idea what the participation plan was. We had to ask some questions to get that information. It continues — 

• Plan to ensure Karratha locals are given more opportunities to secure work on Woodside projects—
securing the region’s long-term future 

That is not building regional communities. That is purely robbing from the small to medium-sized businesses 
already struggling to get a workforce—robbing Peter to pay Paul. Woodside is robbing small and medium-sized 
businesses of their opportunity to grow. It is coming in and taking all the employees and it does not matter whether 
Karratha is a livable community. I am not sure that Woodside cares. It wants a 700-bed FIFO camp with a 25-year 
lease in the middle of Karratha. That means that it does not want a residential workforce. That is not about 
providing local jobs and growing the local economy. It is the reverse. It will make the population smaller, and 
fewer people will want to live there because essential services will not be available. There will be no small 
businesses because they will not be able to afford to operate. That is the exact opposite of what regional 
development should be about. It is mind-blowing that anybody thinks this is a good idea, unless it is linked to the 
long-term outcomes of Woodside to transition out of that transient workforce accommodation and enable its 
workers to live locally. That will grow the population of Karratha. Simply stealing employees from the local 
hairdresser down the road will not grow the population. That is what is missing from this debate. The member for 
Pilbara may want to update himself on what his community thinks about this. I find that exceptionally frustrating. 
There is a risk of Karratha going backwards during this period of seemingly supported FIFO transient workforce 
accommodation after it fought tooth and nail to be a city of the future. It was behind the former government’s 
agenda of being committed to developing regional cities to be livable communities where people want to come to 
and spend time with their families and have generational changeover in a city such as Karratha. We can expect 
that now. There is only one generation of people in Karratha. The cemetery is not that big. Previously, it was 
a transient place. The city has worked exceptionally hard to be a vibrant, livable city of the north. It has the capacity 
to do it. The City of Karratha needs the government to support it to do that. I ask the government to show by its 
actions that it supports the regional development agenda of the City of Karratha and that it will work with the city 
to grow its population, not diminish it. That is what it is asking the government to do. 
I am conscious of the time. I wanted to talk about the Local Projects, Local Jobs program—my favourite 
government fund. Before I go into that, I wish to mention that the week before last, during a debate in this house—
unfortunately, I was absent for some time due to urgent parliamentary business—I made reference to a question. 
I asked the Minister for Regional Development about Local Projects, Local Jobs projects that were delivered in 
the mining and pastoral electorate. She supplied an answer—I thank her for that—and she provided me with a list. 
When I looked at the list, which I referred to during my contribution to that debate a few weeks ago, I said that it 
was very difficult for anybody to ascertain where some of this funding had gone. The list, from a minister of the 
Crown, supplied to me as a member of Parliament in this house by her department, is on the public record yet it 
shows no accountability for that government expenditure. I am talking only about the mining and pastoral 
electorate, for which there are 60 projects. There are 22 on that list, totalling $1.46 million, which is a substantial 
amount of money. The list has no transparency or clarity around decision-making—where it was and what it means. 
There is no business case. That is exactly the point that I was making. 
Instead of the minister accepting that she has spent $39 million on the Local Projects, Local Jobs program, and 
that she had better have a list that shows some clarity around her decision-making, in her arrogance she said, 
“Just give her that list.” The first project listed is “5 Mile Camp” and the funding committed is $55 million. What 
is it? Who was the proponent? Who delivered it? The government would have expected those details from us when 
we were in government. We had a process that accounted for every single cent that we spent, particularly from the 
royalties for regions fund. There was an application process, a business model was required and there was an 
acquittal process and KPIs. The minister was not here at that time. Members of her government demanded that of 
us in government and we delivered. This list is year 5 school ground work. That is the only way we can consider 
it. Another project on the list is “Buy the Loopline tram to keep it in the City”. What city? The amount of funding 
committed is $100 000. Also on the list is “Dentist Facilities for Aged Care Home—Victoria Park”. The member 
completely misunderstood my comment at that time. 
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Instead of listening to the feedback and improving the government’s processes and trying to get that right, as 
a minister of the Crown needs to do—that is what the people expect of them—the minister was determined to have 
a go at me personally. That is the level we are at. We are in the dirt, in the playground, diving to the bottom. The 
minister can operate like that, but the people of Western Australia expect her to be better than that. Please, be 
better than that. She was 10 years ago. Maybe she is outdated. 
I will continue with my list. There is $6 000 for dirt bins, $30 000 for a drinking water fountain, $135 000 for 
Feed the Little Children and $10 000 in funding for the Well Women’s Centre, but which one? There is 
a $35 000 grant for “shade and lights at Skate park”. What skate park? How many? Who applied? There is 
$200 000 in grants to local government for speed bumps, traffic calming devices and better roadsides. There is an 
entry here for Karratha. Did the minister deliver $1 000 to all the residents of Karratha, because the entry just states 
$250 000 for Karratha. What does that mean? Did she go around doorknocking or were they the cheques that 
Kevin Michel was handing out with his face on them? What were they for? Another entry has $50 000 for 
“KWAC”. How does that create any credibility in the decision-making of this government? The minister has shot 
herself in the foot. She should do her job and create some credibility around her decision-making. That is all we 
are asking her to do. 
I will move on to education. It is very disappointing that the government does not understand the role of regional 
education in a regional development agenda. Without regional education being linked to regional development, 
families cannot live in a community, the population cannot grow and the professionalism of and opportunities for 
the community cannot grow. Under this budget, we will see the closure of camp schools in regional towns like 
Dampier in my electorate and the closure of Moora Residential College, which will undermine the Moora 
community and its future growth. Indeed, it has set a path for Central Midlands Senior High School to be 
downgraded to a district high school. I know that the minister will say that that is not true, but if that happens, 
there will be no senior high school between Perth and Geraldton, which will force children in those communities 
into the School of Isolated and Distance Education or to relocate from their town to Perth. The downgrading of 
Central Midlands Senior High School is a real risk. If the families in the Moora community do not send their 
children to that school, there will not be enough kids at the school for it to remain a senior high school. It will be 
downgraded. That will be a consequence. 
The government has continued with its decision to raid 20 per cent of the agricultural colleges trust fund, and it 
will cut the boarding away from home allowance and increase VacSwim fees. Why is there this attack on education 
and on children, who are the future of Western Australia, and, in particular, on the families in regional WA? Why 
are they the target of this government? It is absolutely all right for children and their families to expect a certain 
level of education in Western Australia, no matter where they live. The government’s policy position states that 
a child’s education should not be determined by their postcode. I agree with that philosophy and I applaud it. 
Again, I go back to my comments at the start of my contribution: the government’s actions need to deliver on its 
words; otherwise, they are hollow. I suggest that they are hollow words from this government and, in particular, 
the Minister for Education and Training, who is one of the seniors ministers in this government; hence my question 
earlier today about whether she felt a level of responsibility for the results of the Darling Range by-election because 
people are angry about that. Her response was no. I find that incredible. The people I spoke to and worked with 
are angry about that and it did affect their vote. That is my experience, but the minister refuses to accept that. 
Again, I can make similar comments about the Minister for Education and Training to those I made about the 
Minister for Regional Development; Agriculture and Food being an activist against her industries and portfolios, 
instead of actually being an advocate for them. One would hope that the development of education and the 
opportunity for children to access it would be at the forefront of the decision-making of the Minister for Education 
and Training, but that is not what we are seeing in the actions of this minister and the government. The people of 
Western Australia have a right to question that and they did on Saturday, 23 June at the Darling Range by-election. 
They questioned it and they delivered a message to the Labor government. It is well and truly on notice. 

The regional members in this house whom the Premier is so very proud of—the Labor Party has more regional 
members than any other party — 

Hon Martin Aldridge: Not on Twitter. 

Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: I question some of the things that happen on Twitter. It is disgraceful that those 
members have been rolled out to sell the government’s education agenda, risking the demise of their own regional 
communities. They are saying other things behind closed doors. That will catch up with members, as it did at the 
Darling Range by-election on Saturday. Despite knowing the impacts and the detrimental effect of closing the 
Schools of the Air and Moora Residential College on the communities that these members represent, they still 
went out there and advocated for it. It is clear that the Minister for Education and Training and, indeed, the Premier 
were not listening to the concerns about the Schools of the Air and Moora Residential College that I hope those 
regional members raised with their ministers. I do not have any confirmation that members of the backbench ever 
raised them with members of the frontbench, but one of those members, Hon Darren West, is a member of 
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executive government. Essentially, he is at the decision-making table of the government that sought to undermine 
the very electorate that he represents, yet he is angry at everybody for pointing out that he has been part of this. 
He cannot be angry about that if he is part of it. He should stand up for the people who elected him to represent 
them and not spruik something that he does not believe in, or does he believe in it? Which one is it? I am not sure; 
I still do not know. I know that the people in those electorates are shaking their heads, because they do not know 
either. They do not know what is happening. Where this government is heading is very disconcerting for people 
in regional communities. 

I want to focus a little on some projects in my electorate that I have found very disappointing because they have 
either lost funding, had funding reallocated or been given an indication from government that it might fund the 
project but then did not. Again, people in regional communities are in a complete vacuum because there seems to 
be no place that they can go where this government will listen to them. I seek to raise those projects on the floor 
of this house so that they will be on the public record. At least we will have put the position to government and 
I hope there will be a response at some point. 

As I am paired after the dinner break, I seek leave to continue my remarks at the next day’s sitting. 

[Leave granted for the member’s speech to be continued at a later sitting.] 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Ken Baston. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm 
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